
Drumlins Garden Policy 

 
Definitions: 
 
The front gardens are those that face the street and include those areas along the sides 
of the building up to the rear corner. See figure 1 for an example.   
 

 
Figure 1 Green areas are front gardens, blue areas are rear gardens 

The rear gardens are those along the rear of the building, as shown in blue in Figure 1. 
 
This document applies to shrubs, trees, perennials and annuals planted in the front and 
rear gardens. 
 

Front Gardens 

1. No permanent addition, removal, or modifications to existing front gardens shall 
be done without a variance. 

2. If you wish to install a tree or shrub and you wish for ongoing pruning to be done 
by the HOA, it must be stated so on the variance request. The type of shrubs that 
the HOA is willing to maintain are listed in Attachment 1.  

3. If a variance is granted for a shrub not listed in Attachment 1, then it is the 
responsibility of the homeowner to maintain the shrub. Homeowner shall keep the 



shrub trimmed so as not to encroach on neighboring property. This continues to be 
true even if the plants or shrubs were installed by a previous homeowner. 

 
Rear gardens: 

1. In general, the default state of rear gardens is no permanent plantings.  If there are 

plants or shrubs, they were put there by the homeowner and their maintenance is 

the responsibility of the current homeowner.  Rear gardens are the responsibility 

of the homeowner.  

2. No permanent addition, removal, or modifications to existing rear gardens shall be 
done without a variance. 

3. If you wish to install a tree or shrub in a rear garden and you wish for ongoing 
pruning to be done by the HOA, it must be stated so on the variance request.  

4. If a variance is granted, it is the responsibility of the homeowner to maintain the 
planting area. It shall be kept free of weeds and/or dead plants and trimmed so as 
not to encroach on neighboring property. This continues to be true even if the 
plants or shrubs were installed by a previous homeowner.  The cost to maintain 
this area will be billed to the homeowner by the management company.   

All Gardens: 

If you wish to return a garden to a state where no maintenance by the homeowner is 

required, please submit a variance request. The homeowner may incur some of the costs 

associated with removal of the front garden plantings but will be responsible for the 

costs associated with removal of the rear garden plantings and installation of weed 

barrier and stones. 
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DRUMLINS APPROVED SHRUB LIST 

This list of shrubs should be used as a guide for plantings in front and rear gardens. 

Even if a shrub from this list is chosen, a variance is still required. 

Other plants may be considered.  Factors weighing into the decision to approve 

include their contribution to the beauty of our community, ease of maintenance, lack 

of messy seeds or droppings (berries), invasiveness and deer resistance. 

Medium Shrubs: (under 10 ft) 

1. Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus sericea) 

2. Ninebark (several varieties) (Physocarpus) 

3. Spectabilis Border Forsythia (Forsythia) check for size and spread 

4. Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syriacus) 

5. Lilac (several varieties-check for size and spread) (Syringa) 

6. Compact (Dwarf) Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus ‘compacta’) 

7. Viburnum (Viburnum) (many varieties-check for size and spread) 

Low Shrubs/Bushes: (under 4 ft) 

1. Dwarf Weigela (Weigela) several varieties 

2. Nest Spruce (Picea abies) 

3. St. John’s Wort (Hypericum frondosum) 

4. Shrubby Cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) 

5. Boxwood (Buxus) several varieties 

6. False Cypress (Chamaecyparis pisifera) (low growing, e.g.Golden Mop)  

7. Virginia Sweetspire (Itea virginica)  e.g. Henry's Garnet, Little Henry, Scarlet 

Beauty 

8. Bluebeard (Caryopteris) several varieties, e.g. Sapphire Surf  


