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Bristol Cliffs Yacht Club (BCYC) 

Dinner cruises on the Canandaigua Lady, a Summer evening at the Finger Lakes 

Performing Arts Center, Parties on the beach, Sailing Regattas, Boat Parades, 

Holiday Celebrations, Fishing Derbies, Bristol Daze, Kite Flight Contests, Wine 

Tasting Trips, Ball Park Excursions, Outdoor BBQ’s, Cross Country Skiing, Poker 

Runs,  Shared Cooking Recipes and even a BCYC Cookbook in 1993! 

The above represents only a partial listing of the activities that the Bristol Harbour 

Yacht Club/Bristol Cliffs Yacht Club has offered to its members and the BHVA 

community over the years. 

1972 

It all began when the marina was completed in the summer of 1972 and a small 

group of sailing enthusiasts started an informal club and named it the “Bristol 

Harbour Yacht Club”. These enthusiasts were mainly focused on sail boating and, 

to encourage even more involvement in the sport, offered sailing classes conducted 

by a Mr. Morry Storm. 

The following year, in July of 1973, the club was competing in sailing regattas with 

the Canandaigua Yacht Club. These were a fun-loving people and they began 

organizing other social activities that initially centered around the marina and 

boating but quickly expanded in scope to include picnics on the beach, group 

dinners and other outings offered to the entire community.  The Bristol Harbour 

Yacht Club remained somewhat of an informal “club” for the next ten (10) years. 

1983  

In the spring of 1983, the group requested the BHVA Board approve the creation 

of The Bristol Harbour Yacht Club LTD, as an organized not-for-profit club that 

would combine both boating and social activities open to the entire community. 

The Board voted to approve the proposal and accordingly, 1983 is recognized as 

the “official” start date of the Club. 

Although many were involved in its creation, Joe Festa, Bill Maximum and Danielle 

Yarel are recognized as the driving force responsible forming what was to become 

“The Bristol Cliffs Yacht Club”. The record also shows however, that they were 

greatly assisted in their efforts by Kay Taylor, Gene Dilloway, Dave Caccamise and 

Shirley and George Baird 
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The stated intent of the Club was: 

 “To promote boating safety and to provide members with varied 

opportunities to meet and socialize in a congenial atmosphere, both in 

and out of the water”. 

 

About forty (40) families joined the newly created club and chose a governing Board 

of Directors to plan and implement the necessary activities in support of its 

objectives and the creation of by-laws for its governance.  

The 1983 Board  

 Position                    Incumbent 

• Commodore    William Maxion/Daniel Yarel 

• Vice Commodore    Joe Festa  

• Harbour Master    Dave Caccamise 

• Treasurer     Kay Taylor 

• Secretary     Gene Dilloway 

• Membership Chairperson  Dave Caccamise  

• Social Committee Chairperson Shirley & George Baird 

 

The following Villager articles from1983 and 1984 provide additional insight to the 

extent of hosted events in the first two years of the Clubs’ creation. 

1983 Villager  

BRISTOL HARBOUR YACHT CLUB  

The season was kicked off with a Blessing of the Fleet in which seventeen boats participated. 

The Oppenheimer boat won the prize for the Best Costume and the Welty Boat won the 

prize for Best Decorated Boat. 

In July, we had the Poker Run and Barbecue. Twelve boats participated in the Poker run and 

the Gift Certificate to German Brothers was won by a Full House held by the Schmidts.  The 
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Barbecue was served to 40 people at the Lemke house and Susan Prislopski showed the slides 

taken at the Blessing of the Fleet 

The August Event was a Kite Flight and really proved to be a fun event. The prize for the 

Highest-Flying Kite was taken by the Taylors who had 1000 feet of line attached to their 

kite. The prize for the Most Unique Kite was won by Welty’ Space Battle. Three kites were 

flown from their sailboat, one was the Battle Station and the other two were attacking 

fighter planes. 

The Regatta was held on September 3rd and of the 102 boats that started, only 17 finished 

due to a lack of wind. Lloyd Schmidt placed seventh in his class. The Yacht Club Board is 

considering appointing a new Chairperson to head a Wind Committee for next year’s race. 

The final event for the year will be the End of the Year Banquet to be held on October 22. 

Complete information will be mailed to Yacht Club Members soon. 

 

1984 Villager  

BRISTOL HARBOUR YACHT CLUB  

The club is enjoying a most active and successful season. The Fishing Derby (6/16), Boat 

Blessing & Parade (6/30), Poker Run and Barbeque (7/7), Sleepover (7/14) and Dinner Cruises 

(7/28 & 8/18) were all well attended. A free brunch on 8/26 at the Eagles Nest, hosted by 

the club was enjoyed by 57 members. And the 12th Annual Handicap Regatta on 9/1 was the 

best ever. The Chairperson in charge of wind did a terrific job enabling the 89 boats entered 

to make the run from the CYC in 1 ½ hours. Unfortunately, the BHYC was not represented 

in this years’ winner circle but the regatta did get rave notices from CYC members and 

sailors from other areas who participated. 

The season was relatively complaint-free until after Labor Day when some minor vandalism 

did raise its ugly head on the docks. In its concern for safety and security on the docks, the 

club has posted a $200 reward for the arrest of anyone found tampering with any boat and 

has formed a committee to work with the Marina operators I establishing more effective 

security measures at the Marina. 

The year-end banquet and Annual Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 

13th at the Canandaigua Yacht Club. 
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1986 Incorporation  

It was always the intention of the Club to incorporate as a not-for-profit 

organization, but that process was not formally started until the spring of 1986.  

While preparing the legal documents and conducting a records research it was 

discovered that the name “Bristol Harbour Yacht Club” had already been 

incorporated by the developer and could not be released. 

 A contest within the BHVA community was launched to collect ideas for a new 

name. Three or four recommendations were made and submitted to the state for 

consideration.  Also, at this time, the Club commissioned a local artist, Thomas 

Jaeger of Sodus New York, to design an appropriate logo. 

 After several rejections by the state (specifics not available) the current name and 

logo were finally accepted. The incorporation was completed in October of 

1986 and the Bristol Cliffs Yacht Club became a legally registered not- 

for- profit corporation in the State of New York. 

 

New Name:       BRISTOL CLIFFS YACHT CLUB 

 

Logo:          

 

 

 

Unfortunately, the name of the person who proposed the chosen name 

is lost to our history. 

Commodores  

As mentioned, the first Commodore duties were shared by William Maxion and 

Danielle Varel in 1983 followed by Joseph Festa in 1984. Over the past 38 years the 

BCYC has enjoyed the leadership of 23 Commodores 
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Most have served terms of one to two years, but Craig Larson served for three years 

(2005-2007) and the longest serving Commodore was Roger Kessler who held the 

position for 4 years (2008 through2011). The Club has had three (3) female 

Commodores, Patrice Braun in 1992, Pamela Burger in 1993 and Rita Izzo in 2016 

and 2017. The current practice is to have each Commodore serve for two (2) years. 

 Regrettably, many of our past Commodores are no longer with us, but we fondly 

remember them and appreciate their friendship and service to the BCYC and BHVA 

community. 

 

Operations  

 Day to day operations of the Club are managed by an Executive Committee 

consisting of the Board of Directors, past commodores, and volunteers. 

The 2020 Board    

 Position                  Incumbent 

• Commodore          Mark Moretti 

• Vice Commodore           Open 

• Treasurer            George Isgrigg 

• Secretary                     Ellen Beck  

• Secretary                                   Marilyn Noffsinger 

• Harbour Master    Ralph Endres 

 

The 1987 Villager reflects the appreciation and high regard the Club has for its’ 

Commodores. 

The September 1987 Villager  

A new tradition was established this year. In appreciation of all the fine 

work done, the Commodore was given the old “heave ho” into the lake. 

The water has gotten brisk over the past several weeks and those of us 

who enjoy swimming hope he did. 
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THE COMMODORE WAS BRUCE ALLEN! 

 

An Honor Roll Listing of all Commodores and the BCYC By-Laws are included in the 

Appendix. 

Unfortunately, we do not have an Honor Roll of those other club officers and 

volunteers who contributed so very much to the success of BCYC over these past 

thirty-eight (38) years. If a complete list were available it certainly would include 

Maureen Mulley, Secretary for 18 years and George Isgrigg, Treasure for the past 

12 years 

BCYC SPONSORED SOCIAL EVENTS 

There were very few full-time residents in the early days of BHVA. Most 

homeowners used their property for weekend retreats and summer vacations.    

As might be expected, this created a “party like” atmosphere and people wanted 

to enjoy not only the beauty of the lake and the surrounding hills, but also meet 

new neighbors and share the company of each other. 

In the 1980’s and 90’ a plethora of events (as itemized in the introduction 

paragraph) were sponsored by the Club to facilitate the social desires of the 

community. As the community evolved, BHVA Recreation Committees began 

sponsorship of more of the social events which eased the need for Club to do so. 

Today BCYC sponsorship centers around five (5) annual events. However, from time 

to time, other events are added based on suggestions and/or recommendations 

from the members and/or the community. 

 All events are open to the BHVA community and their guests. 

 

The Five Annual Events: 

• Welcome Back Brunch      June 

• Boat Blessing and Parade     July   

• Bristol Daze        September 

• Octoberfeast        October 
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• Holiday Party        December  

 

Welcome Back Brunch 

Held on the first or second Sunday in June 

This gathering represents the kickoff the new Social season for BCYC and welcomes 

back our “snowbirds” and members who, for the most part, have not been to 

Bristol Harbour since the end of the past year. 

 It is the only event that highlights an invited speaker. Speakers have discussed a 

variety of topics of interest that include, Boat Safety, The Canandaigua Lake 

Watershed Alliance, Wegmans Farm Operations, the Steamship History of the lake, 

Sports, The South Bristol Cultural Center, Bike tours Around the Lake, Ontario 

County History  and a host of others. 

The Brunch has been held at the old Eagle’s Nest, The Fore and Aft, the Sunset 

Lodge at Bristol Mountain, the BHVA Community Center and most recently at 

Deusy’s restaurant at Reservoir Creek Golf Course in Naples. 

 

Boat Blessing and Parade 

Held on Saturday closest to the Fourth of July. 

This event began as the “Annual Blessing of the Fleet” by a member of the clergy 

and an opportunity for the Coast Guard Auxiliary to conduct complimentary boat 

safety inspections.  

Boat captains, of their own initiative, began to decorate their boats and pick dress 

themes for their crews.   

As might be expected, it did not take long before the Club formalized this and 

introduced the creation of award categories for Best Decorated Sailboat, Best 

Decorated Power Boat and Best Decorated Crew.    

Today, Wegmans Gift Certificates are given to the Parade winners and to the U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Inspectors who volunteer their time to provide this important 

safety inspection of the boats.  
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Initially the boats made two passes by the reviewing platform, the first for the 

Blessing, which for many years has been done by Father James Lawlor and Sister 

Joan, the second to honor the BCYC Commodore. A third pass was later added for 

the judging of the decorations. 

 We no longer do this today, but after the third pass, all boats would congregate in 

a circle in the middle of the lake for a member provided Bloody Mary that was 

passed over to each boat with an oar that had six (6) holes cut into it to 

accommodate the plastic glasses. The boats would then head to the South end of 

the lake for brunch.  

 A recipe for the Bloody Mary mix was even included in the 1993 BCYC Cookbook. 

The Bloody Marys’ have since been replaced by coffee, donuts, and ice cream on 

the dock. 

Photos of past Boat Parades are included in the Appendix. 

 

Bristol Daze 

Held on Saturday of Labor Day Weekend 

This event began life as the Bristol Daze Annual Handicap Regatta which was a nine 

(9) mile race held in conjunction with the Canandaigua Yacht Club. Sailing was a 

large part of the social scene and the marina even had a fleet of rented boats for 

people wanting to experience the sport. 

 The Regatta was popular for fourteen years but had to be suspended at the end of 

1986 due to the high cost of entrance fees and stricter insurance liabilities. 

Bristol Daze, as we know it today, became the alternative to the Regatta in 1987.  

It is the most heavily attended event of the year, a huge hit with everyone, 

especially with the grand kids. It is held on the beach on Labor Day weekend and 

includes hot dogs, chips, watermelon, soda and live music and children’s’ games. 

The games include water balloon tosses, sack races, sand burying and a tug-of-war. 

Multiple prizes are awarded and virtually every child receives some prize. 

On many of these occasions the adults have joined in for the water balloon toss 

and the tug of war. 
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In the past the games were conducted by Paul Burger with the assistance of 

MaryAnn Pavone and were originally referred to as the “Summer Olympics for 

Kids”. After Paul’s passing the Club designated these “The Paul Burger Games”. 

MaryAnn Pavone has continued to run the games even though she no longer is a 

resident of BHVA. 

Before there were financial sponsors (and lots of grandkids), a Club member who 

owned a meat packing company donated all the hot dogs and rolls, and another, 

who owned a Beer Distributorship in Brighton brought a refrigerated trailer to the 

beach that dispensed free  beer and soda. 

Today this event is free to all BHVA residents and guests thanks to the financial 

support of BHVA, BCYC, Crofton Management, Kenrick Management and Field 

Enterprises. 

It is equally important to note that this event is also supported by approximately 

fifty (50) wonderful BHVA volunteers every year. 

Marilyn and Tim Noffsinger are recognized for Chairing this event in our more 

recent years. 

 

 Octoberfeast  

Held in early October on the same day as the Annual BHVA Meeting 

The rational for conducting this event in conjunction with the annual BHVA Meeting 

is that in those days BHVA held the annual meeting in a rented tent erected on the 

ground of the existing basketball court and that tent was available to BCYC. 

Although this event has been celebrated for a long time its’ difficult to determine 

when it started. There was mention of planning a “Fall Event” in some of the early 

Villagers but no mention of one having taken place. It first appeared in October of 

1988 as the “End of Season Banquet”.  

As best as can be determined it became Octoberfest in 1998 featuring a steak roast, 

held under the tent where Club members and spouses helped cook and prepare 

the meal. 

 Years later, not certain when, it became known as The Octoberfeast. 
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 The venue changed several times, moving from the old community center (due to 

the construction of the new center) to the Ontario County Park in South Bristol and 

then back to the new BHVA Community Center but retained the inclusion of the 

tent(s) in order to accommodate all attendees. 

A, local caterer Gale-Wyn Farms, catered the event for seventeen (17) years, from 

2002 until 2018.  

 Octoberfeast  2019 , a community Clambake, was co-sponsored by BCYC and the 

BHVA Recreation Committee. 

Ralph and Carol Endres are recognized for Chairing Octoberfeast for the past 

eighteen (18) years. 

  

Holiday Party 

Held on first or second Saturday of December 

The Holiday Party was also not one the original 1983 BCYC offerings. 

 Introduced in 1993 as the “Holiday Champagne Gathering” it became an instant 

success. 

Venues included the Canandaigua Yacht Club, other area Country Clubs, the 

Granger Homestead, the Lodge at Bristol Harbour and currently the BHVA 

Community Center. 

It was first class from the start and many members chose formal dress for the 

occasion.   

In 1994 and again in 1995, Doug Llewellyn and Bob Adams, The Club Commodores, 

were able to convince the Granger Homestead to rent their facility to BCYC for the 

evening. The kitchen however was not to be used and members had to bring food 

to share. Interestingly, the Homestead allowed the club to bring their own 

champagne but required it to rent their stemware. 

Alan Braun led the group in singing Holiday songs and has continued this practice 

over these many years. 

The Holiday Party remains a popular event to this day. It is now held at the 

Community Center with catered dining (most recently by resident chef Jeff 
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Christiano), champagne bubblies and the addition of a “white elephant” gift 

exchange guided by Santa and Mrs. Claus (Jim and Polly McCarthy).   Alan Braun 

still leads the group in singing Holiday songs. 

Ellen and John Beck are recognized for Chairing this event in our more recent years. 

The   Villager article inviting the community to attend the 1995 event is reproduced 

below. Note that the early Holiday parties were on Sundays. 

    

  

1995 Villager 

The members of the Bristol Cliffs Yacht Club invite the residents of at 

Gathering at the Granger Homestead, 295 North Main Street, 

Canandaigua on Sunday December 10th, 1995 at 5:00 O’clock in the 

afternoon. 

You are requested to bring a plate of your special favorite finger food 

to pass. 

Music by Jim Heritar (our pianist for the past three years), the 

champagne, colas and the beautifully decorated elegant Homestead are 

included in the cost of $15 per couple. Black tie (optional). 

Please send your check no later than December 3, 1995, to Bernard E. 

Adams, 74 Cliffside Drive, Canandaigua, New York, 14424. 

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE YACHT CLUB! 

 

Examples of Flyers announcing all events and photos are included in the Appendix. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Club was formed to promote boat safety and to afford social opportunities for 

community enjoyment and interaction. Although the name may imply otherwise, 

boat ownership has never been a requirement. 
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Membership is open to the entire BHVA Community and guests. 

Annual dues is $50.00 per family or $25.00 for single and includes the use of the 

BCYC foot locker located on the marina (contains a jump-start battery, spare lines, 

life preservers, etc.), an annual gift, a Burgee for new members ( boat flag) and a 

reduced fee for those social events that require the sharing of costs. 

Membership has fluctuated at between sixty (60) and eighty (80) over the years. 

Bernice and Chester Caprini have the distinction of being continuous members 

since the inception of the club in 1983. 

 What is even more amazing is that Bernie and Chet have never owned a boat! 

Accordingly, and deservedly, on the 35th Anniversary of BCYC, they were awarded 

Honorary Lifetime Club membership. 

BHVA founder Fred Sarkis and his wife Helen are the only other long-time BCYC 

members to have been so recognized. 

 


