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ANDORRA JUNIPER 

Height:  12 inches 

Spread:  10 feet 

Sunlight:      

Hardiness Zone:  2b 

Other Names:  Youngstown Juniper 

Description: 

An incredibly beautiful groundcover evergreen for general landscape use, featuring blue-green 

foliage which takes on a purplish tinge in winter, attractively arching low branching habit, wide 

spreading; extremely adaptable and hardy; a fine groundcover 

Ornamental Features 

Andorra Juniper has attractive grayish green foliage. The scale-like leaves are highly ornamental 

and turn plum purple in fall. Neither the flowers nor the fruit are ornamentally significant. 

Landscape Attributes 

Andorra Juniper is a multi-stemmed evergreen shrub with a ground-hugging habit of growth. It 

lends an extremely fine and delicate texture to the landscape composition which should be used 

to full effect. 

This is a relatively low maintenance shrub, and is best pruned in late winter once the threat of 

extreme cold has passed. Deer don't particularly care for this plant and will usually leave it alone 

in favor of tastier treats. It has no significant negative characteristics. 

Andorra Juniper is recommended for the following landscape applications; 

 Mass Planting 

 General Garden Use 

 Groundcover 

Planting & Growing 

Andorra Juniper will grow to be about 12 inches tall at maturity, with a spread of 10 feet. It tends 

to fill out right to the ground and therefore doesn't necessarily require facer plants in front. It 

grows at a slow rate, and under ideal conditions can be expected to live for approximately 30 

years. 
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This shrub does best in full sun to partial shade. It is very adaptable to both dry and moist growing 

conditions, but will not tolerate any standing water. It is considered to be drought-tolerant, and 

thus makes an ideal choice for a low-water garden or xeriscape application. It is not particular as 

to soil type or pH. It is highly tolerant of urban pollution and will even thrive in inner city 

environments. This is a selection of a native North American species. 
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DWARF HINOKI CYPRESS  

Common Name: hinoki cypress   
Type: Needled evergreen 
Family: Cupressaceae 
Zone: 4 to 8 
Height: 3.00 to 6.00 feet 
Spread: 2.00 to 4.00 feet 
Bloom Time: Non-flowering 
Bloom Description: Non-flowering 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Medium 
Maintenance: Low 
Leaf: Evergreen 
Other: Winter Interest 
Garden locations 

Culture 

Easily grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. Best in full 
sun. Prefers moist, fertile soils. Avoid wet, poorly-drained soils. Shelter from wind. 

Noteworthy Characteristics 

Chamaecyparis obtusa is native to Japan. It is commonly called hinoki cypress or hinoki 
falsecypress. It is an evergreen conifer that grows 50-75’ tall (to 120' tall in its native habitat) with a 
pyramidal shape. It features spreading branches with flattened horizontal branchlets that droop at 
the ends. Dark green scale-like leaves in two sizes have white markings beneath. Crushed foliage is 
aromatic. Reddish brown bark will peel on mature trees. Small, 8-scaled, greenish-brown (female) to 
orange brown (male) cones. Although species trees are uncommonly planted in the home landscape, 
a large number of compact and dwarf cultivars have become very popular for use as small 
accents/specimens, hedges, screens and foundation/rock garden plants. 
 
Genus name comes from Greek chamai meaning dwarf or to the ground and kyparissosmeaning 
cypress tree. 
 
Specific epithet means rounded in reference to its leaves being blunt/rounded at the tips. 
 
In Japan, hinoki means fire tree. 
 
'Nana Gracilis' is a compact, slow-growing, multi-stemmed, evergreen shrub that typically grows to 
3' tall over the first 10 years. It will eventually mature over time in pyramidal to conical form to 6-9' 
tall. It features shell-shaped sprays of dense rich dark green foliage. Nana means dwarf and gracilis 
means slender or graceful. 

Problems 

No serious insect or disease problems. Some susceptibility to juniper blight, root rot and certain 
insect pests such as bagworms. 
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Dwarf Korean Lilac 

Syringa meyeri 'Palibin' 
 Add To My Plant List 

 
Syringa meyeri 'Palibin' in bloom 

 

 

 

 

Syringa meyeri 'Palibin' in fall 

Height:  4 feet 

Spread:  5 feet 

Sunlight:  full sun to light shade  

Hardiness Zone:  3a 

Description: 

A beautiful and popular shrub with numerous attributes; striking spikes of fragrant lilac-pink 

flowers in late spring, small rounded foliage and a uniform compact shape; neat and tidy, an 

extremely versatile garden shrub; full sun and well-drained soil 

Ornamental Features 

Dwarf Korean Lilac is smothered in stunning panicles of fragrant lilac purple flowers at the ends of 

the branches in late spring, which emerge from distinctive violet flower buds. The flowers are 

excellent for cutting. It has dark green foliage which emerges burgundy in spring. The small pointy 

leaves do not develop any appreciable fall color. The fruit is not ornamentally significant. 

Landscape Attributes 

Dwarf Korean Lilac is a dense multi-stemmed deciduous shrub with a more or less rounded form. 

Its relatively fine texture sets it apart from other landscape plants with less refined foliage. 

This is a relatively low maintenance shrub, and should only be pruned after flowering to avoid 

removing any of the current season's flowers. It is a good choice for attracting butterflies to your 

yard. It has no significant negative characteristics. 

Dwarf Korean Lilac is recommended for the following landscape applications; 
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 Accent 

 Mass Planting 

 Hedges/Screening 

 General Garden Use 

Planting & Growing 

Dwarf Korean Lilac will grow to be about 4 feet tall at maturity, with a spread of 5 feet. It tends 

to fill out right to the ground and therefore doesn't necessarily require facer plants in front. It 

grows at a slow rate, and under ideal conditions can be expected to live for approximately 30 

years. 

This shrub should only be grown in full sunlight. It is very adaptable to both dry and moist 

locations, and should do just fine under average home landscape conditions. It is not particular as 

to soil type or pH. It is highly tolerant of urban pollution and will even thrive in inner city 

environments. This is a selected variety of a species not originally from North America. 
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WINTER GEM BOXWOOD 

Mature size – 4’x4’ 

Shade to light shade 

Avoid wet or overexposed locations 

The Winter Gem boxwood is aptly named. As popular and lovely as they may be, most boxwood 

shrubs have a habit of having their shiny green foliage turn to a shade of bronze and even 

brown, during harsh winter months. This of course depends upon both the general region the 

shrub may have been planted in, in addition to its specific location. Cold and drying winter winds 

are normally responsible for this unfortunate change in color. The Winter Gem boxwood is an 

exception, at least when planted in those regions where it is known to be hardy. It maintains its 

green coloration throughout the four seasons. The Winter Gem boxwood still isn't necessarily a 

good choice in just any region, but as its planting range extends from USDA Zone 5 and up, it 

can be grown in most parts of the country. 

 Culture - The Winter Gem is a cultivar of the microphylla species of the Buxux family of 

shrubs and plants. It grows in full sun or partial shade, and usually to a height of 

between 2 and 3 feet. When planting several of these boxwood plants for a border or as 

a garden perimeter, a spacing of 3 to 4 feet between plants is generally recommended. 

The Winter Gem boxwood is grown for its foliage, and not for its blossoms, which are 

quite inconspicuous. The flowers are somewhat fragrant however when they do appear 

in mid-spring. The foliage is a lighter green and the leaves a bit more rounded than is the 

case with the typical boxwood, but the Winter Gem is a very attractive plant. It can be 

propagated by hardwood cuttings, the seeds being sterile, but is most always purchased 

in pots. Should you want to harvest the leaves, don't. All parts of the Winter Gem 

boxwood are poisonous.  The Winter Gem is an ideal shrub for a formal garden. It 

takes to shearing and pruning quite well, and can be a landscaping artist's delight. A 

number of these shrubs, appropriately spaced, can make reasonably complicated 

patterns, so-called knot patterns, which, when viewed from a height, can be quite 

outstanding in appearance. If you just have a single plant, placed in the location of your 

choosing, the plant won't disappoint either. 
 Pests - As far as pests and diseases are concerned, the Winter Gem boxwood faces the 

same problems as do most other boxwood species or cultivars. The boxwood psyllid, 

leaf mite, and leaf minor cause the most problems, as does root rot. For the most part 

though, depending upon where the shrub is located, and how well it is cared for, these 

problems seldom occur. The Winter Gem is not a high maintenance plant, though it does 

require sufficient watering initially to enable it to grow a strong root system. 

 Planting, Fertilizing, And Pruning - When planting the Winter Gem boxwood, 
simply follow directions given for planting most types of shrubs, separating the 
roots very slightly when removing the plant from its pot, and watering generously 
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at first, and then less and less as the plant matures. Most shrubs, and the 
boxwood is no exception, do not particularly benefit from fertilizing the first year 
they are in the ground. It is far more important to mix some compost into the 
planting soil, and give the shrub sufficient mulch to help keep the soil 
moist.  After the first year, the boxwood may profit from an application of slow-
release fertilizer, usually applied in the spring.  Summer is the best time for 
pruning. The Winter Gem boxwood usually fills back in nicely if you've made a 
small mistake, or there has been some die-off on a branch or two. The same 
does not hold true for many evergreen plants, so you can feel free to prune away 
to your heart's content. 
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DWARF ENGLISH YEW 

Common Name: yew 
Type: Needled evergreen 
Family: Taxaceae 
Zone: 4 to 7 
Height: 3.00 to 4.00 feet 
Spread: 4.00 to 6.00 feet 
Bloom Time: Non-flowering 
Bloom Description: Non-flowering 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Medium 
Maintenance: Low 
Suggested Use: Hedge 
Leaf: Evergreen 
Fruit: Showy 
Other: Winter Interest 
Tolerate: Rabbit, Drought, Heavy Shade 
 
Culture 

Easily grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. Tolerates 
shade and is considered to be an excellent evergreen for shady conditions. Prefers moist, sandy 
loams, but plants have no tolerance for wet conditions which must be avoided. Good soil drainage is 
essential. Tolerates urban conditions. Best sited in locations protected from cold winter winds. 
Accepts pruning and shearing well. Pruning is best done in early spring before new growth appears. 

Noteworthy Characteristics 

Taxus x media is a hybrid designation for a large number of shrubby, often wide-spreading crosses of 
English yew (Taxus baccata) and Japanese yew (Taxus cuspidata). These hybrids are noted for 
combining the ornamental excellence of English yew with the winter hardiness of Japanese yew. 
Although primarily resembling T. cuspitata in appearance, the various hybrid cultivars can vary 
considerably in size and character. Height ranges from 2-20' tall depending on the cultivar. Two 
ranked, pointed, oblong to needle-like, olive to dark green leaves are attractive year round. Bark is 
scaly brown. Plants are dioecious (separate male and female plants). Female plants produce red, 
berry-like fruits instead of cones. Each fruit has a single seed almost completely surrounded by a 
fleshy red aril. All parts of this plant are poisonous if ingested. 
 
Genus name is an old Latin name for yews.  Specific epithet means intermediate.   
'Densiformis' is a semi-dwarf, dense, spreading cultivar which typically grows in a mound to 3-4' tall 
but spreads to 5-7' wide. 'Densiformis' is a female cultivar. 

Problems 

No serious insect or disease problems. Susceptible to winter burn, particularly in exposed sites. Twig 
blight and needle blight are occasional problems. Root rot may occur in poorly-drained soils. 
Weevils, mealybugs and scale are problems in some areas. 

Garden Uses 

Frequently used as a specimen, small hedge or foundation plant. 
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HYDRANGEA 

Shade to light shade 

Mature size – 4’x3’ 

Medium maintenance; blooms all summer 

Growing Hydrangeas 

Although there are many types of hydrangeas, 
most can be grown in full sun or partial shade. 
Keep in mind, however, that many hydrangeas 
do not like extremely hot conditions, so try to locate them in an area where they can enjoy 
some afternoon shade. While they can be grown in a wide range of soils, hydrangeas 
typically prefer rich, moist soil that drains easily. Amending the soil with compost prior to 
planting is helpful. 

Hydrangea planting should be performed in spring once the threat of frost has passed. 
Water thoroughly after planting. You can also add a layer of mulch following hydrangea 
planting. 

Hydrangea Care Guide 

Water is an important factor when you care for hydrangeas. They enjoy deep watering at 
least once a week, especially in dry weather. Hydrangeas also benefit from an occasional 
boost of fertilizer [3]once or twice a year in spring or summer. 

Hydrangeas can also be transplanted easily, but this should only be done during dormancy 
in fall or winter. Be sure to dig up the entire rootball and replant immediately. Since flowers 
are produced on new growth, you should prune hydrangeas once their blooming has 
ceased. 

Pruning Care for Hydrangeas 

As there are many types of hydrangeas, pruning and care of hydrangeas [4] may differ 
slightly with each. The most common types of hydrangea are the Mopheads and Lacecaps 
(H. macrophylla). These are the varieties with large, globe-shaped flowers that many of us 
remember as kids. Pruning for these usually takes place in late summer. 

The Oakleaf hydrangea (H. quercifolia) is another commonly grown variety. With its unique 
fall color and oakleaf-shaped foliage, this variety usually provides year-round interest. It also 
tolerates drier conditions. Oakleaf is best pruned in early spring. 
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Panicle (H. paniculata), or Pee Gee, exhibits white flowers in summer, which gradually turn 
pink. Prune to remove spent blooms and thin or cut back the plant in late winter/early 
spring. 

H. arborescens  ‘Grandiflora’, or Hills of Snow hydrangea, should be pruned to the ground 
each winter or early spring as well. 

The hydrangea vine or climbing hydrangea (H. anomala) doesn’t usually require pruning but 
may be done in order to keep the new shoots under control. 

Growing hydrangeas is easy, as is the care of hydrangeas. These beautiful bushes reward 
you each year magnificent blooms that will instantly take you back to those fond childhood 
days. 
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DWARF JAPANESE HOLLY 

Mature size 4’x4’ 

Shade to light shade 

Need 3 gallon plant  

The Compact Japanese Holly has petite, dark green 
leaves that shine, but don't prick you!  Highly versatile in the 
landscape, this evergreen shrub looks great in manicured, high-end and natural 
landscapes alike.  New growth emerges with unique, regal purple stems. 

This Holly is easy to grow.  It has high deer, insect, and disease resistance.  The 
Compact Japanese Holly is great for cities.  It is extremely tolerant of pollution and at 
about 5 feet tall and 6 feet wide at maturity this holly is lovely in small, urban 
gardens.  Allow this evergreen to grow naturally or shape and trim to your hearts 
content.  The Compact Japanese Holly is a perfect specimen for topiary. 

The Compact Japanese Holly is an splendid shrub for the landscape.  This holly looks 
attractive in any type of garden, bed, or border.  Its naturally rounded, fat 
shape looks stunning contrasting something like a thin sky pencil holly.  Try a staggered 
border with these 2 hollies.  This is a great shrub for building an easy to maintain 
hedge.  Plant 3 feet apart for a tight hedge.  Shape this shrub to get the exact look you 
want, whether you prefer a rounded or more angular look.  Try 3 of these hollies on the 
corner of your yard for a robust look that breaks up a boring yard.  This holly is ideal for 
planting below windows.  The Compact Japanese Holly looks classy in containers. 

This holly thrives in full to part sun and prefers a slightly acidic soil.  Although it 
does tend to adapt just about any well-draining soil.  This stellar shrub does not 
require pruning, but tolerates it well if you prefer to keep them a certain size or 
shape.  Plant your Compact Japanese Holly anytime of the year. 

How To Care for your new Compact Japanese Holly 

Be sure to choose the appropriate location for your Compact Japanese Holly.  As long 
as you avoid extreme temperatures and the ground isn't frozen you can plant your Holly 
almost any time of the year.  

This holly thrives in full to part sun and prefers a slightly acidic soil.  Although it 
does tend to adapt just about any well-draining soil.   After planting, adding a layer of 2 
to 3 inches of mulch will help keep the soil moist.  Mulching is highly 
recommended in cooler zones to protect the plant's roots in winter as well.  Do not 
allow the mulch to touch the trunk as this increases the chances of pests and 
disease.  Water your Holly deeply a couple times a week for the first few months.  After 
Hollies are established, they only need watered during hot, dry spells.   Fertilize in 
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spring with a slow release fertilizer for broad leaf evergreens.   This holly does not 
require pruning, but they tolerate it well if you prefer to keep them a certain size or 
shape.  

The best way to prevent disease and pests is by keeping you Holly 
healthy.  Proper location choice, watering, and fertilization are the keys to your 
success.  Hollies rarely have issues with pests or disease, but here are a few issues 
that occasionally affect Hollies.  Mites and scale can be treated with horticultural oil. For 
severe infections the pesticide Bonide is recommended.   Avoid saturated soils to 
prevent fungal issues in Hollies.   
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BURNING BUSH  

Mature size 5’x6’ 

Leaves turn red in fall; trim in spring 

Light shade to sun 

Low maintenance 

Flame red is the best seller for fall color. The fiery 
autumn foliage of the Burning Bush makes it an 
excellent landscape plant... and it really draws 
attention when planted in rows. In summer, the cooling blue-green colored leaves are 
welcoming and lush. 
Planted as a hedge, they can create a river of soothing green in warm weather and a fabulous 
trail of fire for autumn excitement. You'll look forward to fall just to enjoy the amazing 
color. You'll see a buzz of excitement from your neighbors when they comment on how 
beautiful your yard looks with these vibrant shrubs. 
The Burning Bush has fantastic drought tolerance once established, and easily adapts to a 
variety of soils and climate conditions. Homeowners in almost any area of the country can 
have great success in growing the burning bush in their yard. Burning Bush grows rather quickly 
and makes a beautiful statement in almost any yard. 
Grows best in part shade to full sun. For that burst of flame in fall, be sure to plant the shrubs 
where they get full sun for most of the day. They love living in the shade, but the leaves will not 
be able to turn red without a massive dose of sunshine on a daily basis. 
Great planted in masses and do well in geometric planting designs such as hedges and flower 
garden windbreaks. 
 
It's Easy to Plant & Care for Your Burning Bush 
 
Plant your Burning Bush in an area that receives full to partial sunlight. Although your 
Bushing Bush prefers full sunlight, it will tolerate shade. Don't plant your Burning Bush 
in a low area of your yard that collects standing water. Place your Burning Bushes about 
3 feet apart to create a hedge.  
 
Burning bushes prefer acidic soil, but will adapt to your natural soil even if it's sandy or 
heavy in clay as long as it's well draining. Let your soil dry to the touch down to about 2 
inches in between waterings. Once your soil is dry give your Burning Bush a deep 
watering at the base.  
 
Fertilize your Burning Bush at the beginning of every Spring and Mid Summer with an 
acidic fertilizer for an acid loving shrub. Every summer the leaves on your burning bush 
will be a blue green color, until the Fall when they turn a vibrant fiery red color.  
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RUSSIAN CYPRESS 
 
Height:  18 inches 

Spread:  8 feet 

Sunlight:  light shade to sun 

Low maintenance  

Hardiness Zone:  2a 

Other Names:  Russian Arborvitae 

Description: 

A little known but hardy wide-spreading groundcover evergreen, closely resembles a spreading 

juniper in shape but with the foliage of arborvitae; unlike juniper, performs very well in shade, 

also needs well-drained but moist soils and wind protection 

Ornamental Features 

Russian Cypress has green foliage. The scale-like leaves turn coppery-bronze in fall. Neither the 

flowers nor the fruit are ornamentally significant. 

Landscape Attributes 

Russian Cypress is a multi-stemmed evergreen shrub with a ground-hugging habit of growth. Its 

relatively fine texture sets it apart from other landscape plants with less refined foliage. 

This is a relatively low maintenance shrub, and is best pruned in late winter once the threat of 

extreme cold has passed. It has no significant negative characteristics. 

Russian Cypress is recommended for the following landscape applications; 

 Mass Planting 

 General Garden Use 

 Groundcover 

Planting & Growing 

Russian Cypress will grow to be about 18 inches tall at maturity, with a spread of 8 feet. It tends 

to fill out right to the ground and therefore doesn't necessarily require facer plants in front. It 

grows at a slow rate, and under ideal conditions can be expected to live for approximately 30 

years. 

This shrub performs well in both full sun and full shade. It is very adaptable to both dry and moist 

growing conditions, but will not tolerate any standing water. It is not particular as to soil type or 
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pH. It is quite intolerant of urban pollution, therefore inner city or urban streetside plantings are 

best avoided, and will benefit from being planted in a relatively sheltered location. Consider 

applying a thick mulch around the root zone in winter to protect it in exposed locations or colder 

microclimates. This species is not originally from North America. 
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Purple Pride Beautyberry 

 

Mature size: 3-4’ x 3-4’ 

Sunlight: Full to part sun 

GeneralInformation 

The Purple Pride Beautyberry is a compact, rounded 
shrub.  Delicate,  pink blooms emerge in spring, giving 
way to lavender-purple berries in late summer. This 
Japanese cultivar produces fruit at an early age.  For 
good berry production, plant the Purple Pride 
Beautyberry in groups to provide good cross 
pollination. Fruits persist into fall when the leaves 
begin to drop. Yellow fall foliage. Beautiful, ornamental shrub.  Great for open woodland areas, mass 
plantings and borders. 

 

AdditionalInformation 

Callicarpa dichotoma ‘Issai’ grows best in Full to Part Sun.  It will grow 3-4′ tall with a similar spread. Plant 
in zones 5 to 8.  Deer resistant. 

Care&ShippingNotes 

Easy to grow in average, well drained soil.  Prune as needed to maintain shape. No serious insect or 
disease problems.  

 


